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INTRODUCTION 

The highlight of the year for FINA was undoubtedly a hugely successful FINA World Championships, 

hosted by Gwangju in South Korea on 12-28 July. 

FINA would like to thank the organisers and all others involved once again for their hard work in 

staging such a memorable event. 

Visiting on the third evening of the swimming finals at the Nambu University venue, Thomas Bach, the 

IOC President, held a meeting with senior FINA officials, before delivering this highly encouraging 

message: “Aquatics is an essential part of the Olympic programme. It brought a great success in the 

past editions of the Olympic Games and we are already looking forward to another outstanding event 

in Tokyo, 2020. Therefore, FINA is an important member of the Olympic movement, and this is why 

we had this meeting, to demonstrate the importance of swimming for the movement and of course for 

the Olympic Games. 

“We have seen a tremendous improvement in the aquatic sports in recent years. The World 

Championships and the World Cups have higher appreciation. We can see this in the numbers of the 

audiences, but also from the television ratings: the popularity of swimming is constantly growing 

worldwide. 

“Therefore I can congratulate FINA on what they have achieved with regard to the presentation of 

their sports – how they present the athletes, how they put them in the centre of attention, how the new 

competition format guarantees a shorter event, which is attractive for such a great audience. We are 

looking forward to further improvements in the future.” 

On 15 July, Dr Julio C. Maglione, the FINA President, was awarded an Honorary Doctorate Degree in 

Business Administration from Honam University for his ‘decisive role in the promotion of international 

relations through sport’ – just reward for his tireless long service on behalf of FINA. 

The ceremony was held in the presence of the Mayor of Gwangju and OC Chairman of the 18th FINA 

World Championships, Mr Lee Yong-sup, guests from the FINA Family and high dignitaries of Honam 

University, one of the most prestigious academies in the Republic of Korea. 
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KEY EVENTS 

WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS 

 

The 18th edition of the FINA World Championships was officially opened with a spectacular Opening 

Ceremony on 12 July in Gwangju (KOR). The great venues in Gwangju served as a background for 

thrilling results throughout the entire World Championships, and the Korean hospitality was among 

the best ever encountered. 

Apart from a new event, beach water polo, introduced to the programme as a demonstration sport, 

the leading nations in each discipline confirmed their positions. Team USA finished at the top of the 

medals chart just as in they did at the 2017 World Championships in Budapest, although this time 

their domination was less overwhelming. In Budapest they amassed 38 medals (18 gold, 10 silver, 10 

bronze. In Gwangju, their record was 27 medals (14-8-5). 

Australia made a significant step forward, doubling their total medal count from 10 (1-5-4) to 20 (5-10-

5), thanks in part to four relay victories. 

Based on gold medals, Hungary were third with four, while in the aggregate count Russia were next 

with their best-ever showing of 16 medals (3-7- 6). 
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SWIMMING 

• 191 National Federations were represented at the Championships,  

plus a Refugee Team 

• A total of 42 events were contested:  

17 women’s individual events, 17 men’s individual events, and 8 relays 

• There were 21 National Federations that won medals 

• The leading nations were: United States of America 26 (13-8-5); Australia 19 (5-9-5); Russia 

16 (3-7-6); and Italy 8 (3-2-3). 

• There were 10 world records set:  

 in women’s events, 4 in men’s events, and 1 in mixed events 

• There were 6 additional FINA World Championships records set:  

5 in men’s events and 1 in women’s events. 

• For the 2nd consecutive edition, US swimmer Caeleb Dressel and 

Swedish swimmer Sarah Sjöström won the FINA Individual Trophy. 

Both swimmers also earned the honour in 2017.  

Dressel won 6 gold medals and 2 silver medals with four medals in individual events (50 fly, 

50 free, 100 fly, 100 free).  

Sjöström won 5 total medals: 1 gold in the 50 fly, silvers in both the 50 free and 100 fly, and 

bronzes in both the 100 free and 200 free. 
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DIVING 

Team China were overwhelmingly dominant in diving at the 18th FINA 

World Championships. Since the establishment of the current programme in 2015, China had 

never done so well. 

Four years earlier, in Kazan, Russia, Chinese divers earned 10 gold medals, while in Budapest 2017 

the harvest was ‘limited’ to eight titles. But in Gwangju, they took 12 gold medals out of 13 

finals, with Australia stealing the remaining one in the mixed 3m synchro after the withdrawal of 

Yang Hao who was also competing in the men’s 10m platform. 

  



 

   5 

FINA ANNUAL REVIEW  

2019 

ARTISTIC SWIMMING 

 

After nine days of exciting competition, Russia once again emerged top of 

the world, winning each of the nine events they contested and bringing 

their total of World Championships gold medals to 60. The 10th title, for the 

Highlight event, went to Ukraine, their first-ever world championship gold. 

Each routine the Russian swimmers presented was artistically innovative, technically superior to the 

others and executed almost to perfection. The development of the discipline is on a positive path and 

noticeable in the improvement in scores and increase in participating countries. 

Remarkable was the large number of participants in Duet, for most countries the only real opportunity 

to qualify for the Tokyo Olympics. Russia, who have dominated the discipline for more than 20 years, 

were still so clearly the best that they won all their gold medals by more than one full point. 

China secured five silver medals and Ukraine five bronzes alongside their 

historic gold. 
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WATER POLO 

As expected, the US women’s team triumphed in the water polo tournament,  

to win a record sixth crown and third straight world title. 

However, the men’s tournament was more unpredictable, with Italy and Spain providing an enticing 

encounter. The eventual outcome was perhaps not as expected, with the Settebello defeating the 

Iberians 10-5 with a masterly final three quarters. 

 

OPEN WATER SWIMMING 

Brazil’s Ana Marcela Cunha won open water’s shortest and longest races to take her tally of world 

titles to five, while Germany and France were the most prolific medal-winners in six days of long-

distance swimming in the FINA World Championships at the Yeosu EXPO Ocean Park. 
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HIGH DIVING 

Before leaving for Gwangju, Gary Hunt (GBR) and Rhiannan Iffland (AUS) 

were the favourites for gold in the high diving. The predictions turned out right and 

the two stars eventually won, but their respective golds came after thrilling contests, with the final 

outcome decided in the last instants of both finals. 

Twenty-two men and 13 women competed in the venue installed at Chosun University and 

demonstrated solid progress in the technical level of the discipline.a 
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FINA WORLD MASTERS CHAMPIONSHIPS 

The FINA World Masters Championships, organised every two years in conjunction with the FINA 

World Championships, have benefited from major improvement in participation, with around 4,500 

masters athletes taking part in Gwangju. 

The switch to co-host this popular event together with the elite World Championships has proven 

highly fruitful. Not only do the state-of-the-art facilities of the World Championships get reused, the 

special atmosphere and spirit of the aquatic showcase continues to live in the host city for an extra 

10 days. The tourism and the economy of the city greatly benefit from that. 
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FINA CHAMPIONS SWIM SERIES 2019 

An exciting brand-new initiative was introduced by FINA in 2019, the elite 

FINA Champions Swim Series. 

The first edition was organised in Guangzhou (CHN, April 27-28), Budapest (HUN, May 11-12) and 

Indianapolis (USA, May 31-June 1) and generated a wave of enthusiasm and interest from the top 

swimmers. Many Olympic and world champions and medallists accepted the FINA invitation to 

compete, thus providing thrilling contests in the pool and a unique show for spectators and TV and 

digital viewers on a global scale. 

The swimmers and their entourages praised the concept of the FINA Champions Swim Series, aimed 

at mixing sport and entertainment, thus providing an innovative experience for all aquatics fans. 

Besides a very attractive prize money distribution, the main novelties of this circuit were: 

• the competition format (finals with only four swimmers in each) 

• the participation criteria (only by invitation to Olympic and world medallists, WR holders and 

the best in the swimming rankings) 

• the relay composition (selected by draw, different nationalities in the same relay) 

• the sports presentation and the entertainment programme. 
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OTHER WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS 

A full programme of FINA events in 2019 also included the following World Championships: 

• 7th FINA World Junior Swimming Championships 2019:  

20-25 Aug, Budapest, Hungary 

• FINA World Youth Artistic Swimming World Championships 2019:  

28 Aug-1 Sep, Samorin, Slovakia 

• FINA World Women’s Junior Water Polo Championships 2019:  

9-15 Sep, Funchal, Portugal 

• FINA World Men’s Junior Water Polo Championships 2019:  

12-20 Dec, Kuwait City, Kuwait. 
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FINANCIAL RESULTS 2018 

FINA’s 2018 audited financial statements are published on the FINA website under the “Financial 

Reports” section. 

2018 saw a 250% increase in Development expenditure which grew from 2.2 to 6.0 million Swiss 

Francs as FINA implemented its Action FINA plan.  The operating deficit for the year amounted to 9.5 

million Swiss Francs and a financial loss of 3.6 million Swiss Francs contributed to a net deficit of 13.1 

million Swiss Francs. 

FINA’s current cash balance increased by 2% to 37.3 million Swiss Francs in addition to the 9.2 million 

Swiss Francs added to FINA’s investment portfolio. 

 

KEY NUMBERS: 
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NEW DIGITAL STRATEGY 

In January 2019, the internal digital team assessed the FINA digital ecosystem, pointing out strengths and 

weaknesses, analysing results and performances and presenting a new strategy for the two years to come. 

The shorter-term goal of this assessment was to maximise digital reach and fan engagement from the 

upcoming FINA World Championships to be held in Gwangju in July 2019. With the implementation of this 

new digital strategy, entirely developed without the support of external suppliers, FINA attained great 

results and records during the FINA World Championships 2019. 

This edition was incredibly successful measured by several digital touchpoints, especially social media 

channels and FINAtv. In the same year, FINA was ranked as the most improved Olympic International 

Federation on digital channels and social media. 

FINA achieved staggering growth during the 2019 FINA World Championships in Gwangju compared with 

the 2017 FINA World Championships in Budapest: 

 

FACEBOOK 

Metric 2019 2017 Percentage change 

Total impressions 41.8m 25m +64% 

Total engaged users 1.3m 683k +90% 

Posts consumption 1.36m 739k +84% 

New fans 20.8k 12.3k +69% 

No of contents posted 250 346 -28% 

Total video views 5.8m 897k +546% 

 

 

TWITTER 

Metric 2019 2017 Percentage change 

Total impressions 10.7m 7.1m +50% 

Total actions 127k 83.5k +52% 

New fans 7.2k 5.9k +22% 

No of contents posted 462 507 -9% 

Total video views 1.9m 33k +5657% 
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FINAtv 

The 18th FINA World Championships – Gwangju 2019  
represented a good example of the interest of aquatic sport fans in FINAtv: 

 

 

4.3M  

Total number of minutes of streaming watched  
on the platform 

232k  

Total number of live or on-demand video views  
(125k in Budapest 2017) 

4k  
Total number of new FINAtv  
subscribers that signed up in July 2019  
(4.2k at the launch in 2017) 

68%  

Proportion of new subscribers that  
subscribed for a World Championships pass  
(2,758, which compares with 2,442 in 2017). 
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