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D 1 GENERAL 

D 1.4 Divers younger than 16 14 years on December 31st in the year of the competition shall not be 
permitted to compete at the Olympic Games, World Championships or World Cups.  

SUI 

D 1.6.4 In calculating the degree of difficulty for dives with twists, the following need do be noted: 

- Dives with ½ somersault and twists can only be executed in position A, B or C,  

- Dives with 1 or 1 ½ somersaults and twists can only be executed in position D,  

- Dives with 2 or more somersaults and twists can only be executed in position B or C,  

- Armstand dives with 1, 1 ½, or 2 somersaults and one or more twists can only be executed in 
position D, and  

- Armstand dives with 2 ½ or more somersaults and twists can only be executed in position B or C. 

(New) 

 

SUI 

  
 

D 6 DUTIES OF THE REFEREE AND ASSISTANT REFEREES 

New General requirements and definitions: 

Diving is a high developed judged sport.  

SUI 
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To ensure that all rules can be enforced, the Referee shall be provided with technology-based 
systems to calculate positions and distances. 

If such technology-based systems are not available, Assistant Referees must be used to 
provide the Referee with the required information. 

The Judges` tasks are restricted to judge the dive as a whole and all parts of a dive which can 
be seen from the side. 

Note: Where positions (distances) are measured (e.g. distance of the head to the springboard 
or platform in unsafe close dives), this distance will be specified in the By Laws to allow FINA 
TDC to gane experience before the value is determined in the rules. 

New  
D 6.2  

The Referee may use technology-based systems if available, to ensure that the Rules are 
observed. 

If such technology-based systems are not available, the Referee may take the reports of the 
Assistant Referees, to ensure that the Rules are observed.   

SUI 

New        
D 6.3 

Duties of the Referee before the competition 
SUI 

D 6.23.1 The Assistant Referees: 

- shall observe the diver(s) on the platform (if no camera is available), 
- in synchronised diving, will be positioned on the opposite side of the pool to observe the 

performance of the diver on that side. 

The Referee shall appoint Assistant Referees to ensure that all required information is available 
if no technology-based systems are in use. 

SUI 

D 6.3.2 

 

The Referee shall inspect the statements of dives. If the statement does not comply with the Rules, 
the Referee shall have it corrected before the beginning of the competition. 

SUI 

D 6.43.3 The diver, or the diver’s representative, shall be informed of the Referee’s decision, that a correction 
is required, as soon as possible. 

SUI 
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New        
D 6.4 

Duties of the Referee during the competition 
SUI 

D 6.54.1 In the case of unforeseen circumstances, the Referee may declare a short break, a postponement or 
a discontinuation of the competition. If possible the break should be done after a full round of dives. 

SUI 

D 6.64.2 Following an interruption, the competition shall be continued from where it was stopped. The points 
scored before the interruption shall be carried forward into the remaining portion of the competition, 
whenever it is held. The final results must be based on the last complete round of dives.  

NOTE: If the competition cannot be continued, the result will be determined by the Jury of Appeal. 

SUI 

D 6.74.3 When there is a strong wind, the Referee may give a diver the right to make a re-start without deduction 
of points. 

SUI 

D 6.84.4 Before each dive, the Referee or the official announcer shall announce in the language of the host 
country the name of the diver and the dive to be executed. In competitions where different platforms 
are used the height of the platform shall also be announced. If a scoreboard is used, all information 
concerning the dive shall be displayed and the announcement may be restricted to the identification of 
the diver. 

SUI 

D 6.94.5 When a dive is incorrectly announced, the diver or his representative shall advise the Referee 
immediately, who shall then confirm the diver’s statement of dives. 

SUI 

D 6.104.6 If the incorrectly announced dive is executed by the diver, the Referee may cancel it and have the 
correct dive announced and performed immediately. The awards for the first dive must be noted should 
a protest be lodged. 

SUI 

D 6.114.7 The dive shall be executed after a signal given by the Referee. The signal shall not be given before 
the diver has assumed his position on the board or platform and the Referee has checked the indicator 
board. For backward and inward take-offs, the diver shall not proceed to the end of the springboard or 
platform until after the signal has been given by the Referee. 

SUI 
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D 6.124.8 Each diver shall be given sufficient time for the preparation and execution of the dive, but if it takes 
more than one minute after the Referee has given a warning, the diver shall receive zero (0) points for 
the dive announced. 

SUI 

D 6.134.9 When a diver executes a dive before the signal is given, the Referee shall decide whether the dive 
shall be repeated. 

SUI 

D 
6.144.10 

In exceptional circumstances, the Referee may allow a diver to repeat a dive without penalty. The 
awards for the first dive must be noted should a protest be lodged. 

SUI 

D 
6.154.11 

The request for such a repetition must be made immediately by the diver or his representative. 
SUI 

D 
6.214.12 

When the Referee is certain that a diver has performed a dive of a number other than that announced, 
the Referee shall declare it a failed dive. 

SUI 

D 
6.194.13 

When it is quite clear that the dive has been performed in a position other than that announced, the 
Referee shall repeat the announcement, and declare that the maximum award shall be 2 points, before 
giving the judges the signal to show their marks. If a judge then awards more than 2 points, the Referee 
shall declare the award from that judge to be 2 points. 

SUI 

D 
6.234.14 

During the execution of a dive, there shall be no assistance to the diver from any person. Assistance 
between dives shall be permitted. 

SUI 

D 
6.244.15 

The Referee may declare a dive to be failed if he considers that assistance has been given to the diver 
after the starting signal. 

SUI 

D 
6.284.16 

When a diver refuses to execute a dive, the Referee shall declare a failed dive. 
SUI 

D 
6.294.17 

If a diver in a competition disturbs a contest, the Referee may exclude him from that competition. If a 
member of a team, a coach or an official disturbs a contest, the Referee may exclude that person from 
the competition area. 

SUI 
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D 
6.304.18 

The Referee may remove any judge from the competition whose judgement he regards as 
unsatisfactory and may appoint another judge to replace him. At the end of the competition the Referee 
shall make a written report to the Jury of Appeal. 

SUI 

D 
6.314.19 

Such a change of judge shall take place only at the end of a session or round of dives performed by 
each diver. 

SUI 

New           
D 6.5 

Duties of the Referee during the dive 
SUI 

D 6.255.1 When a diver in a running dive takes a step and stops or in a standing dive stops the movement for 
the take-off after the legs have commenced to press, the Referee shall declare there has been a re-
start and shall deduct 2 points from the award of each judge. 

SUI 

D 6.265.2 When there is a restart in a running, standing, or armstand dive, the Referee shall deduct 2 points from 
the award of each judge. 

SUI 

D 6.275.3 When a second attempt (a re-start) is unsuccessful, the Referee shall declare a failed dive. 
SUI 

New            
D 6.5.4 

When the feet leave the springboard or platform before the take-off (crow-hop) as specified in 
BL ...., the Referee shall deduct 1 point from the award of each judge.  

SUI 

D 6.165.5 If the diver double bounces on the end of the springboard or double jumps on the end of the platform 
before take-off, the Referee shall declare it a failed dive.  

Note: Double bounce on the springboard or double jump on the platform: Feet leave the springboard 
or platform, double arm swing and/or two distinct knee bends before the take-off. 

SUI 

D 6.175.6 When in a running dive the final step is not from one foot, the Referee shall declare it a failed dive. 
SUI 

D 6.185.7 When the take-off from the springboard is not from both feet simultaneously, the Referee shall declare 
it a failed dive. 

SUI 
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New        
D 6.5.8 

When, in any dive, the diver dives to the right or left of the direct line of flight as specified in 
BL …., the Referee shall deduct 1 point from the award of each judge. 

SUI 

New        
D 6.5.9 

When during the execution of a dive, a diver is unsafely close to the springboard or platform 
as specified in BL ...., or touches the end of the springboard or platform with his head, the 
Referee shall declare that the maximum award shall be 2 points. If a judge then awards more 
than 2 points, the Referee shall declare the award from that judge to be 2 points. 

SUI 

New        
D 6.5.10 

When, in a dive in the tuck position, the feet are together but the knees outside of the shoulder 
line or the knees within the shoulder line but the feet not together, the Referee shall deduct 1 
point from the award of each judge and 2 points, if the knees are outside of the sholder line 
and the feet not together.  

SUI 

New        
D 6.5.11  

When, in a dive in the pike or straight position, the feet and knees are not together, the Referee 
shall deduct 1 point from the award of each judge.  

SUI 

D 
6.205.12 

When at the entry a twist is greater or less than that announced by 90 degrees or more, the Referee 
shall declare it a failed dive. 

SUI 

D 
6.225.13 

When one or both arms are held above the head in a feet first entry or below the head in a head first 
entry, the Referee shall declare the maximum award to be 4½ points. If a judge then awards more than 
4½ points, the Referee shall declare the award from that judge to be 4½ points. 

SUI 

D 6.22.1 
5.13.1 

In head first dives, if the feet enter the water before the head or hands, the Referee shall declare it a 
failed dive. 

SUI 

D 6.22.2 
5.13.2 

In feet first dives, if the head or hands enter the water before the feet, the Referee shall declare it a 
failed dive. 

SUI 

New           
D 6.6 

Duties of the Referee after the competition 
SUI 
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New        
D 6.6.1 

In competitions with more than one (1) session the Referee shall inspect new statements of 
dives which are delivered within 30 minutes after the end of the previos session. 

SUI 

D 6.326.2 At the end of the competition the Referee shall confirm the final results by his signature. 
SUI 

New           
D 6.7 

Duties of the Assistant Referees 
SUI 

D 6.27.1 The Assistant Referees shall observe (if no technology-based systems are available): 

- positioned in front of the springboard or platform if the diver dives in the direct line of the 
flight, 

- positioned in front of the springboard or platform if the legs are during the flight in the 
correct position as described, 

- positioned on the side of the springboard or platform if the feet loose contact with the 
springboard or platform, 

- shall observe positioned on the platform if the armstand is executed as described  the diver(s) 
on the platform (if no camera is available), 

- in synchronised diving, will be positioned on the opposite side of the pool, to observe the 
performance of the diver on that side. 

SUI 

New 
D 6.7.2 

 

The Assistant Referees shall report to the Referee: 

- a deduction of 1 point from the award of each judge if the diver dives to the left or right of 
the direct line of flight as specified in BL …, 

- a deduction of 1 point from the award of each judge if during the flight in the tuck position, 
the feet are not together but the knees within the shoulder line or feet together but knees 
outside of the shoulder line and a deduction of 2 points from the award of each judge if 
during the flight the knees are outside the sholder line and the feet not together,  

- a deduction of 1 point from the award of each judge if during the flight in the pike or straight 
position, the feet and knees are not together, 

- a deduction of 1 point from the award of each judge if in a standing dive the feet leave the 
springboard or platform as specified in BL …. 

- a re-start or failed dive in an armstand dive,  

SUI 
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- in synchronised diving a break in the position or a failed dive of the diver on his side. 

D 8 JUDGING  

D 8.1.1  A judge, seated at the side of the sprigboard or platform, shall award from 0 to 10 points for a dive 
according to the overall impression within the following criteria: … 

SUI 

D 8.1.6  When a dive is not performed in the straight (A), pike (B), tuck (C), or free (D) position as described, 
the judge shall deduct from ½ to 2 points, according to his opinion.  

SUI 

D 8.1.76 When a judge considers that a dive of a different number has been performed he may award zero (0) 
points, notwithstanding that the Referee has not declared it to be a failed dive. 

SUI 

D 8.4.4  In running and standing dives, the take-off shall be bold, balanced and high and confident, and shall 
be from the end of the springboard or platform. 

SUI 

D 8.4.5  When the take-off is not bold, balanced and high and confident, or from the end of the springboard 
or platform, each judge shall deduct ½ to 2 points, according to his opinion. 

SUI 

D 8.5.2  If during the execution of a dive, a diver dives to the side of the direct line of flight, the Referee deduct 
1 or 2 points from the award of each judge. shall deduct according to his opnion.  

SUI 

D 8.5.6  Should the straight position not be aesthetically pleasing and shown as described, each judge shall 
deduct from ½ to 2 points, according to his opinion, not regarding if the knees and feet are 
together.  

If the knees and feet are not together, the Referee deduct 1 point from the award of each judge.  

SUI 

D 8.5.9  Should the pike position not be aesthetically pleasing and shown as described, each judge shall 
deduct from ½ to 2 points, according to his opinion, not regarding if the knees and feet are 
together.  

If the knees and feet are not together, the Referee deduct 1 point from the award of each judge.    

SUI 
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Explanations see separate document: “Thougths on judging in diving:  

D 8.5.12  Should the tuck position not be aesthetically pleasing and shown as described, each judge shall 
deduct from ½ to 2 points, according to his opinion, not regarding if the knees and feet are 
together.  

If the knees are within the shoulder line but the feet not together or if the knees are outside of 
the sholder line but the feet together, the Referee deduct 1 point from the award of each judge 
and 2 points if the knees are outside of the shoulder line and the feet not together.    

SUI 

D 8.5.15  Should the free position not be aesthetically pleasing and shown as described, each judge shall 
deduct from ½ to 2 points, according to his opinion.   

SUI 

 
 

D 10  SUMMARY OF PENALTIES  

Re-write after the Congress 

 
 

BL ….  

New 
BL…. 

The distance for diving to the left or right side of the direct line of flight shall be 50cm.  
SUI 

New BL… The distance for unsafe close dives shall be 30cm.  
SUI 

New BL… The distance for crow-hops (diver leave the feet before the take-off) shall be 10cm. 
SUI 

 


